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WATER ABSORPTION
Water absorption is the degree of penetration of 9 &
water into the inner structure of another materfal, | | I Cast Nylon
such as plastic. A common measure for the degree =iy R
of water absorption is the “percent swell”, which & = pomstgrppgr]:]p
measures the change in surface area of a materlal.  &- = i |- Eaﬁ:&eg F;EFT
Plastics such as polyethylenes have extremely low . % e
water absorption whereas nylons have a relatively S | W aBS
high rate. ] ~g |EEFC

The higher the percentage, the more water . s
1s absorbed and this can be detrimental. For y L PEI
instance, in a bearing application, the swelling = Eﬁ;'{
can cause loss of internal clearance, excessive 13 I B mfl T E (mmeu
heat build-up, and pre-mature wear or failure. 0- l ----------- --.- - MR e
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